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quality of blowing-houses, which were literally exempted by the statutes of hearth-money, and were therefore not liable to pay; and did further (the officers being come to make distresses) grant my order for re-delivery of such distresses, and persuaded some neighbouring justices to join with .me in it. Till this time the justices of the peace had refused to appear in this matter, which had obliged the corporation to spend so much money at common law. The collectors obeyed our order, but complained above of me for obstructing his Majesty's revenue, and of Sir Godfrey Copley. Upon this account it was that my Lord Treasurer had written the said letter purporting that upon good advice with the King's Council the said hearths appeared liable to pay the said duty; that the order granted for the re-delivery of the distresses was illegal; with advice not to be too forward or busy in obstructing the King's revenue,
This letter being communicated to the justices of the peace of the county at the assizes, where we were about forty together, it was unanimously agreed upon (considering the said Acts) that such sort of forges ought not to pay, and that the order granted by me, &c., was legal, and subscribed a letter to his lordship under all their hands to the same purpose. My Lord Treasurer answered that letter soon after, directing his answer to my Lord Fairfax, who comnumicated it at another meeting to the justices at York ; but that letter had also the same effect, and the justices persisted in the same opinion as before, notwithstanding that my Lord Chief Justice North and Baron Bertie, who came down judges that assize, endeavoured to dissuade us from it. I did not please at Court by this proceeding, but whatever I lost there I gained in my country.
Some three years before, being sued by the Duke of Norfolk for my carrier's coming into Eotherham to fetch grist to Ickles mill, I had a verdict at York; the year